
 
Citizen of Distinction Award 
 

 
Citizen – someone who is regarded as a member of their community 
Distinction – different, stands out – excellence that sets someone apart from others 
 
The Morden Area Foundation Citizen of Distinction Award is designed to recognize and honour, on an 
annual basis, citizens who have a strong commitment to making the City of Morden and area a better place 
to live, visit and play through their long-term commitment by service and excellence in leadership.   
 
Criteria 
1. Nominations must be submitted on an official MAF nomination form 
2. All entries must be received no later than 5pm on Friday, March 31, 2023 
3. All nomination information and material submitted remains the property of the MAF 
4. Nominees must be a current or former resident of Morden to be eligible for this award 
5. All nominees must be individuals who have exemplified volunteerism and/or a commitment to 
improving the City of Morden through their place of employment. All nominees must exemplify a positive 
leadership quality that is truly inspiring for others to care for one another and uplift the fellow citizens of 
Morden and area. 
6. The nominee’s service to the community will have occurred over an extended period of time and 
not focused solely on one singular event or activity. 
7. Nominees must have made a significant contribution toward the future of our community through 
conservation projects, education, health and welfare projects, awareness of or advocacy to the 
development of Morden. 
8. Nominees must be at least 18 years of age. 
9. All nominees clearly set positive examples and motivate others 
10. Two names must appear as nominators on Nomination Form 
11. Unsuccessful nominees may be re-nominated in subsequent years 
 
Nomination/Selection Procedure 
1. Accepted nominations will be reviewed by the selection committee early April 
2. An individual need only be nominated once in order to qualify  
3. A committee of past recipients will make the final selection.  Their decision will be based on length 
of service/commitment/leadership, the legacy created, impact on the community, and breadth of the 
individual’s impact.  
4. The award recipient will be presented with the award at a reception held with location and time to 
be determined.  Said reception will be open to the public. 
 
History of this Award 
In 1946, the Kinsmen Club of Morden established the Meritorious Service Award at the suggestion of its 
first honorary member, Judge J.M. George.  The first recipient of the ‘Citizen of the Year’ award was 
George E. Cox. 
 
The final Kinsmen Award was presented in 2002, the year the Morden Kinsmen Club ceased operation. 
From 1946 to 2002, 57 citizens were recognized for their outstanding community service.  The Morden 



Area Foundation understands the importance of philanthropy in creating a robust community and therefore 
chose to continue presenting this award to some of Morden’s finest. 
 
While this award was initially based on exemplary contributions based solely on volunteerism, in 2018 the 
MAF Board agreed there are so many outstanding citizens making impactful contributions of service to the 
City of Morden through their work.  Therefore, nominations may be made on volunteerism and/or paid work. 
 
Today the MAF Citizen of Distinction Award is granted to citizens who make a difference to the lives of all 
those to wish to live, play, and visit the City of Morden through their role modelling leadership, positive 
attitude, behind the scenes support and/or out front leadership, and authentic care for the wellbeing of 
Morden and area. 
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Past Recipients 
 
2020 Dave DeStoop – Citizen of Distinction 
2019 Clare Agnew– Citizen of Distinction 
2018 Sue Nelson – Citizen of Distinction 
2017 Bob Menzies – Citizen of Distinction 
2016 Ron Blum - Outstanding Community Volunteer of the Year 
2015 Edith Lovatt - Outstanding Community Volunteer of the Year 
2014 Wilfred K Warkentin – Outstanding Community Volunteer of the Year 
2013 Wayne Kroetsch - Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2012 Basil Agnew – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2011 Reg Braun – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2010 Denise Magotiaux – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2009 Don Bolton – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2008 Durwin Buchy  – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2007 Pat Gibson – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2006 Norma Wood – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2005 Ivadell Sigurdson – Volunteer Citizen of the Year 
2004 Dale Lambert 
2003 Jim Hunt 
2002 Maurice Butler 
2001 Roberta Cramer 
2000 Bernadette Haggerty 
1999 Wayne Bergman 
1998 John Buhler 
1997 Kola Holenski 
1996 Abe Thiessen 



1995 Pat Plett 
1994 Betty Larke 
1993 Gertrude Penner 
1992 Ray Kirk 
1991 Jack Steedsman 
1990 Ed Maddock 
1989 Henry Bergman 
1988 Walter Latter 
1987 Margaret Duncan 
1986 Bert Wilson 
1985 Jim Pearce 
1984 Fred Westwood 
1983 Joyce Lawrie 
1982 Howard Sager 
1981 Leona Colert 
1980 Dorothy Andrews 
1979 Joe Wiwchar 
1978 Walter Bollenbach 
1977 Ralph King 
1976 Ken Dushenko 
1975 Catherine Evenson 
1974 John Wiens, Sr. 
1973 Lorraine Allen 
1972 B.G. Morden 
1971 Dr. J.C. Menzies 
1970 Rev. F.H. Friesen 
1969 R.A. Monaghan 
1968 Mrs. Ruth Winkler 
1967 Cornie Ginter 
1966 Paul Sigurdson 
1965 John Sharkey 
1964 Jim Mutcheson 
1963 H.A. Cochlan 
1962 Mrs. R. McGregor 
1961 C.R. Ure 
1960 A.W. Livingston 
1959 Mrs. F. Sauders 
1958 Judge J.M. George 
1957 W.J. Breakey 
1956 D.M.W. Colert 
1955 Dr. G.H. Bray 
1954 W. Jessiman 
1953 Joe Weidl 
1952 W.R. Leslie 



1951 D.A. Duncan 
1950 Mrs. J.A. Beaudry 
1949 No award 
1948 Mark Ki 
1947 Dr. A.F. Menzies 
1946 George Cox 
  



 

Morden Area Foundation  

Citizen of Distinction Award 

 

Nomination Form 

 
Nominators (two required) 

 

Name _______________________________  Name _________________________________ 
 

Address _____________________________  Address _______________________________ 

 

____________________________________   ______________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________________   Phone ________________________________ 

 

Email   ______________________________   Email  _________________________________ 

 

Nominee 

 

Name __________________________________  
 

Address ________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

Phone _________________________________ 

 

Email   _________________________________ 

 

 

List/describe the activities of the nominee. (continue on additional pages). Please elaborate and 

be specific with dates, awards, accomplishments, positions held, legacy, impact on community, 

fellow volunteers, staff persons, or community at large, list organizations, and any details that 

will set this nominee apart from all others. 

 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please feel free to use more space that is allotted above. 

Add additional documents, letters of support, etc. as you feel suitable. 
 

Please submit nominations to the Morden Area Foundation office,  

13 - 379 Stephen Street, Morden, MB R6M 0G8, or 

 by email to info@mordenfoundation.ca before March 31. 

 
 

mailto:info@mordenfoundation.ca

